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Abstract 
English language has for well over a century now continued to enjoy the pride 
of place in the Nation’s educational system. The language enjoys a profusion of 
pedagogical materials, the strength of any society depends to a large extent on 
its curriculum. Innovations are useful in any educational system. This is 
because, it is man’s means of survival in rapidly changing communities.  The 
paper discusses the concept of innovation and research, language education, 
and the use of English and its pedagogical application in Nigeria. 
Recommendations were offered at the end of the paper.  

 
 

Language and man can never be separated. It is the most outstanding 
characteristic which distinguishes man from non thinking animals. It is basically the 
means of communication used by human beings. Language is a system of arbitrary 
symbols combined according to the rules of grammar for the purpose of communication. 
The general assumption of education symbols is to impact knowledge and it is the 
bedrock of development in any society, yet it largely depends on language. It is only 
through the use of effective language that knowledge can be imparted. For this good 
reason, the educationist really intensified the study and use of language for national 
development.  

Various terms have been used, particularly, in Nigeria for language variants. For 
example, we have official language, mother tongue, first language; Nigeria is blessed 
with over 400 different languages. Within the indigenous languages, three are chosen to 
be the major language, Hausa, Yoruba, and Igbo. The lingua franca or official language 
in Nigeria is English Language used as means of instruction and communication.  

English language education will be our main focus in this paper due to the fact 
that it is a notable legacy of our colonial experience and it also functions as Nigerian 
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official language and the predominant language of power, of rising high, of mass media, 
of official dom, and most importantly of education. Code mixing and code switching is 
the order of the day as Nigerians hardly sustain two minutes of conversation without 
either of the two above. Even those that cannot read, write nor understand English now 
possess respectable repertoire of English words and phrases with which they spice up 
their daily speech.  

Education begins with language. Therefore, there is a symbolic relationship 
between language and education and for any language to be meaningful, it should be 
perceived within the context of formal and informal education.  
 
The Concept of Innovation  

It has to do with the introduction of new things, ideas or ways of doing 
something that has been introduced or discovered. It refers to renewing, changing or 
creating more effective processes, products or ways of doing things. An innovation is 
something original, new and important in any field to enhance improvement in that field. 
Note that innovation differs from improvement. While innovation is the notion of doing 
something different, improvement refers to doing the same thing better. It relates to the 
search for motivated teachers who will promote the development of the teaching and 
learning process, the renewal of methods of teaching and learning, the management of 
students in participatory learning etc.  

Change means to become different, to make something different. It may refers 
to the process of becoming different or making the form, nature, content of something 
different from its status quo. It may be described as the adoption of an innovation in 
which the ultimate goal is the improvement of outcomes through the manipulation of 
practices.  

The phrase English language innovation can therefore, be described as the 
extent to which change and innovation can be effected on the curriculum to yield more 
efficient and effective results in the attainment of the objectives of the school system. 
The educational system needs constant monitoring. This needs to be done in order to 
identify areas that can be worked upon for possible improvement.  

Innovations can cover a very broad range of areas some of which may include 
methods for systematic assessment of students learning, improved teacher training. 
Innovative pedagogies in the classroom including those that leverage technology in the 
classroom, supplemental instruction for first generation learners, methods for improving 
teacher, motivation and effectiveness and methods for leveraging resources from third 
parties for improving education.  

In other words, innovation is the process of introducing novel ideas into a 
system that is already in existence with the intention of making it more refined, 
comprehensive, effective and productive in order to ensure effectiveness. Innovations 
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are experimented in small-scale adjustments made, retried and if results are positive, 
they can be applied in a large scale. Innovation refers to change in both methodology 
and content of the subject matter. Such change influences the essence and the method of 
performance of the learning activities. The change must be monitored and assessed to 
ensure that it is achieving the goals specified and that the effects of change meet the 
expectation of both the designers and users (Udo, 2005).   
 
The Concept of Research  

The quest for knowledge and solution to human problems has generated the 
need for research in all aspects of human endeavor especially teachers (Yunus 2000). It 
was not surprising that Gardener (2009) pointed out that research in education plays a 
central role not only in extending the boundaries to teachers’ understanding in the three 
educational domains in which they work but also in contributing to the growth and 
development of teaching and learning as well as in the nation’s economy.  

Research has been defined by Yunus (2000) as the formal systematic and 
intensive process of carrying scientific method of analysis in an identified problem with 
a view to uncovering hitherto undiscovered truths, efforts to provide more knowledge 
about that which is already known. But stressing the statement, Ahaotu (2006) 
emphasized the lack of indifference to research is one of the degenerating characteristics 
between developed and developing countries of the world. This means to conduct a 
research requires competence. In other words, an individual must be knowledgeable in 
the nature of different research. For instance, action research is mostly concerned with 
solving identified educational problems of the classrooms level.  

Competence is the successful integration of theory into practice. Competence 
should help trained teachers perform activities like facilitation, problems solving action 
researching and collaboration in order to establish a friendly learning environment for 
the learners.  
 
Language Education  

Language education is the teaching and learning of a foreign or second 
language. It has to do with language policy and planning. Language education is 
acquisition of specialized knowledge, skills and other capabilities in language in a 
formal education institution. It refers to the study of art of language which in effect 
involves the understanding of the nature and importance of language as a vehicle for 
communication and insight into the processes of language development. It further 
includes the techniques of developing the four skills.  

Language education is a branch of applied linguistic that is more commonly 
used with regard to second language learning of a foreign language. The study of 
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language education is based on the general importance of language as an instrument for 
human activities on earth.  

Given the fact that language is the sole means of inculcating knowledge, skills 
and competencies, there is the need for teachers of all subjects who employ the use of 
language in raising other educationists for other fields of knowledge to have some 
specialized knowledge and understanding of the mechanics language in order to provide 
their learners with some deeper understanding of the science of the language and equip 
them with skills for better proficiency in manipulating the language art. By so doing, the 
pace of learning is accelerated and the younger generation develops high level of 
scientific, political, socio-economic and technological advancement which is the 
hallmark of national development and achievement of millennium development goals 
(MDG).  

Language education and learning are so closely related that it is very rare to 
discuss one process without discussing the other. It is the bridge that one crosses to 
communicate and share ideas with people of different cultures and learn in school.  

Language is the father and power of learning. The primacy of language in 
education is not in contention. The collaboration between language and education results 
in proper development in individual learner’s communication skills that in turn influence 
national development. In Nigerian schools, every school teacher needs a good 
knowledge of foreign language to teach his subject. Language and learning are 
indivisible. This fact has to be realized by everyone involved in the business of 
imparting knowledge that a great deal of what teachers learn to some extent is the 
learning of language. This explains why we have different registers for different field of 
education.  
 
English Use and its Pedagogical Application in Nigeria  

Cambridge dictionary probes into the etymology as “the study of being a teacher 
or the process of teaching”. The term generally refers to strategies of instruction, or a 
style of instruction as pedagogy is also occasionally referred to as the correct use of 
instructive strategies. For example, Paulo Freire referred to his method of teaching adult 
humans as critical pedagogy in correlation with those instructive strategies the 
instructor’s own philosophical beliefs of instruction are harbored and governed by the 
pupil’s background knowledge and experience, situation, and environment, as well as 
learning goals set by the students and teachers”.  

Consequently, a teacher who uses English as the language of instruction is likely 
to introduce cultural knowledge of the English people and this will introduce new 
strategies different from the teaching methods known in Nigeria.  

However, English pedagogy in Nigeria would go a long way to stimulate 
cultural and social balance. However, the impulse is to attach oneself to great traditions 
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or to serve oneself from them, there is general one thing: English language affirms a set 
of social patterns and reflects a particular cultural taste. Writers who imitate the 
language of another culture, therefore, allow themselves to be defined by it. The best of 
the common weather writers who use English, however, have done more than just use 
language; they have also modified it, in the process of generating alternative literary and 
linguistic possibilities which make English language a world language.  

English which shows that it is a global language with unique methodology in 
these areas which include: social, economical, political and cultural values because these 
aspects tend to satisfy the yearnings of globalization. Language methodology 
categorizes language based on the number of speakers not necessarily examining the 
strength of the language its linguistic implications. The example of Nigeria, Singapore, 
India, Malaysia and other L2 users are veritable proof that English language will remain 
undaunted. Rather it will carry new metaphors, ironies with regards the locale where the 
code is applicable and this brings new imagery, paradox and development of English 
language.  

English has unilaterally assumed a new metaphoric role. That is the 
methodological implication when Nigerians use English as second language or 
additional language by code mixing, switch coding, transliterating their local codes to 
the English language here by giving it a new linguistic and literary impressions about 
what the word means in its real state.  
 
Conclusion  

English language is without doubt a sine qua non for an accelerated national 
development. This is why it is a fundamental right of every citizen irrespective of social 
or economic status to be educated. Nigeria’s desire for societal advancement can never 
be achieved within the prevailing challenges. Government has to show genuine 
commitment to language education in the transformation agenda of this democratic 
dispensation so that Nigeria can occupy a desirable place of pride in the global economic 
market and regain her lost glory in the West Africa sub-region.  
 
Recommendations  

1. There should be an established relationship between the innovation, the capacity 
and disposition of the innovation and the environment in which the innovation 
occurs.  

2. New approaches to teaching and learning of English need to be improved upon 
to be in line with the changing nature of the education process.  

3. Teachers must accept the inevitability of change and understand the rationales 
for proposed innovations. 
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4. Funds should be made available, for support of teacher development projects, 
purchase of equipment and funding of changes in English language. A supportive 
atmosphere for innovation can encourage stakeholders to innovate new practices.  

5. The school authority should make provision for a well equipped language 
laboratory in the school. There should be provision for textbooks, instructional 
materials and other items of requirement needed for teaching and learning of 
English language.  

6. Students need to know the importance of English language in their choice of 
future career and to understand that English language is very important if their 
various ambitious are to be realized. 

7. Compulsory and comprehensive workshops, seminars and in-service training or 
refresher courses for school teachers be enforced.  

8. Government at all levels should adhere strictly to UNESCO directive of 26% 
budgetary allocation to education to enhance its social relevance to the people. 
Library, infrastructures like classroom to cater for the enrolled population and 
other teaching facilities should be provided by the government in order to 
enhance academic performance of students and the teaching and learning 
processes.  
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